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ence at the service of the Continental Army,
and commanded a cavalry unit. On this day
in 1779, during the siege of Savannah, Gen-
eral Pulaski gave his life for the cause of
American freedom.

Pulaski’s spirit and example have inspired
Americans for more than two centuries.
Across this country, you will find counties,
towns, schools, parks and highways named
after that patriot; in my own home state of
Arkansas, Pulaski County is the seat of the
capital, Little Rock.

But eager as we are to claim General Pu-
laski as our own, we are also proud to share
him with Poland. What Pulaski fought for in
the latter part of the 18th century, his com-
patriots have achieved at the end of the 20th:
a free Poland, welcome and respected in the
community of independent nations. And the
courage General Pulaski displayed in battle
is matched by that of his present-day coun-
trymen, who have carried out Poland’s his-
tory-making revolution without bloodshed.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim Monday, October 11,
1993, as General Pulaski Memorial Day, and
I encourage the people of the United States
to commemorate this occasion appropriately
throughout the land.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this ninth day of October, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-three, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and eighteenth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
4:10 p.m., October 12, 1993]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on October 14.

Exchange With Reporters Prior to
Departure for Chapel Hill, North
Carolina
October 12, 1993

Haiti
Q. Do you have a message for the military

leaders in Haiti who have——

The President. Yes.
Q. ——so far thwarted our mission?
The President. First of all, the objective

of the United States is to restore democracy
and President Aristide to Haiti. The instru-
ment of that was the sanctions. It was the
sanctions. We never intended, and we have
no intention now, of interfering in the inter-
nal affairs of the Haitians, except to say that
we want democracy and the will of two-thirds
of the Haitian people to be honored.

Now, the Governors Island Agreement,
which all the parties signed off on, invited
the international community to come to
Haiti: French speaking forces; advisers to
come in and help to train the police; the Ca-
nadians and the Americans to come and help
to train the army, particularly for civilian pur-
poses. One of the reasons we have so many
Seabees going in, for example, is to help the
military people change their mission so they
can rebuild their own country.

This is different from the other missions
we have been discussing. This is not peace-
keeping. This is not peacemaking. This is an
agreement that has been made, that if hon-
ored, would enable our people to come in
and simply serve as trainers, 600 of them.
So I have no intention of sending our people
there until the agreement is honored.

What I intend to do now is to press to
reimpose the sanctions. I will not have our
forces deposited on Haiti when they cannot
serve as advisers, when they can’t do what
they were asked to do. So we’re going to
press for the reimposition of sanctions. Mr.
Cédras is supposed to resign his post as soon
as the parliament can pass a bill separating
the military from the police. Mr. François
is supposed to leave his post. And they’re
going to have to go through with this if they
expect to have a normal existence. And other-
wise the United States is going to press to
reimpose the sanctions.

Q. And what else can you do to try to get
Aristide back in power? Isn’t this whole thing
coming unraveled, sir?

The President. No, I think that what hap-
pened is they agreed to the Governors Island
Agreement. They invited all these nations to
come help train the police and train the mili-
tary and move them away from the kind of
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state they’ve had to a democracy where they
can rebuild the country.

Now, some of the people who have held
onto power obviously are resisting letting it
go when the pressure of the sanctions has
been let up. President Aristide himself, num-
ber one, asked us to lift the sanctions, and
number two, granted the amnesty to the peo-
ple that were involved in kicking him out,
just as he promised to do. So he has done
his part. The international community has
done its part. And they are reneging. There’s
no point in our even trying to land there until
we can do what we were asked to do as advis-
ers. This is not peacemaking, this is about
restoration of democracy. So we’re going
back to the sanctions until those people do
what they said they’d do.

Q. With those who are unarmed, is there
a chance that the military will go in and then
turn around and get in a hostile kind of situa-
tion once they’re on the ground?

The President. The Department of De-
fense and our military leaders are convinced
that the relatively light arms that our people
were supposed to carry as advisers are more
than adequate to protect themselves as long
as the Governors Island Agreement is being
honored. But I am not about to let them land
to test it. We have to know. And we don’t
know yet. And so until we know, we’re not
going in there. We were not asked to come
in there to make peace or to keep the peace.
They said they would do that. All they asked
us to do is to go in there and help them re-
build their country and train their forces,
which we agreed to do.

Q. What’s your view of the status of the
Governors Island Agreement? Is it dead, has
it been abrogated? What’s your view of it as
the legal standing of——

The President. ——do not think it is
dead. I still think it will come back to life.
But right now it has been abrogated by peo-
ple who have decided to cling to power for
a little bit longer, apparently once the pres-
sure of the sanctions has been off. We agreed
to lift the sanctions because President
Aristide asked us to do it, believing that in
good faith that if he honored the Governors
Island Agreement, the others would. Until
they do it, the rest of the international com-
munity cannot proceed.

Q. What did Cédras tell you? I mean, what
have they told of why they’ve done this?

The President. Well, they have a lot of
different explanations. Mr. Cédras basically
denies that he did it, although the soldiers
plainly got out of the way for the people that
were staging the demonstration against the
landing. And so what we want to do is we
want to see action. I have no intention of
asking our young people in uniform or the
Canadians or the people from the French-
speaking countries to go in there to do any-
thing other than implement a peace agree-
ment that the parties themselves agreed to.
I will say again, this is very different from
what we have been engaged in, even in So-
malia, very different. So they’re going to have
to honor this agreement. Otherwise, I’m
going to press very hard to put the sanctions
back on and enforce them strongly.

Q. Mr. President, how about the Harlan
County? What’s going to happen to the ship?
Is it going to remain offshore, is it going to
move somewhere else?

The President. I’m going to remove it
from the harbor and put it at a base first
and then we’ll see what happens. I want the
Haitians to know that I am dead serious
about seeing them honor the agreement they
made. President Aristide has done his part.
He issued the amnesty personally. They said
that’s what they wanted; he did it. He asked
us to relieve the Haitian people of the suffer-
ing and the sanctions, and the United Na-
tions did that. And now the time has come
for the people who are clinging to their last
gasp of power to honor the agreement. They
made the agreement; they’ve got to honor
it.

Q. Mr. President, does that mean that
Aristide won’t be coming back to power at
the end of the month?

The President. I still think there’s a
chance that’ll happen. But it does mean that
we are going to have to reimpose the sanc-
tions. Of course, it’s up to the U.N., but I’m
going to push strong for it. We’ve got to get
this agreement honored. If the agreement is
honored, he can go back without fear of his
personal safety. And the Canadians, the
French-speaking nations, the United States
can go in there not as peacemakers, not as
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peacekeepers but to help to train people to
rebuild their country.

We know what two-thirds of the Haitians
wanted; they voted for it. We know that
President Aristide has now honored his part
of the Governors Island Agreement. I still
think we can get the others to honor it. But
the way to do it is to press for the sanctions,
to show total intolerance of this kind of be-
havior and not to get into a position where
the Canadians, the French, the United
States, anybody else’s motives can be mis-
understood. We are waiting to go there as
we were invited by all the parties: to be advis-
ers. That’s it. Meanwhile, we’re going to push
for democracy.

NOTE: The exchange began at 4:08 p.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House. In his remarks,
the President referred to Lt. Gen. Raoul Cédras,
commander of the Haitian armed forces, and Lt.
Col. Joseph Michel François, chief of the Haitian
police. A tape was not available for verification
of the content of this exchange.

Remarks at the University of

North Carolina in Chapel Hill
October 12, 1993

Thank you very much. Thank you. Thank
you very much, President Spangler, Presi-
dent Friday, Chancellor Hardin, my good
friend, Governor Hunt, and other distin-
guished platform guests, ladies and gentle-
men.

I must say I have thought for a long time
about what it might feel like to be in a vast
crowd of North Carolinians and have them
do something besides root against one of my
athletic teams from Arkansas. [Laughter]

I began to think of this moment in August
when I was on vacation, and I spent an
evening with a person who used to be one
of your great sons, James Taylor. And I asked
him to sing ‘‘Carolina on My Mind,’’ so that
I could begin to think about what this day
might mean to all of us. Five other Presidents
have come to this great university to speak.
None has ever had the opportunity to speak
to a crowd like this, on this occasion of your
200th birthday as a university.

I’d like to begin by thanking the students
whom I have met, and especially those who
gave me this beautiful leather-bound book
of essays, three of them, about the theme
for this bicentennial celebration that the stu-
dents chose: community. For it is in many
ways what ought to be America’s theme
today, how we can be more together than
we are apart.

This university has produced enough ex-
cellence to fill a library or lead a Nation; and
novelists like Thomas Wolfe and Walker
Percy; in great defenders of the Constitution
like Senator Sam Ervin and Julius Chambers,
now one of your chancellors; and Katherine
Everett, a pioneer among women lawyers;
and Francis Collins, a scientist who discov-
ered the gene for cystic fibrosis; and journal-
ists like Charles Kuralt and Tom Wicker and
Deborah Potter and my Pulitzer Prize-win-
ning friend, Taylor Branch; and leading busi-
ness men and women like the head of the
Small Business Administration in our admin-
istration, Erskine Bowles, who’s here with
me tonight and who, I dare say, is the ablest
person ever to hold his position, probably be-
cause of the education he got here at the
University of North Carolina. These are just
a few of the many thousands of lives who
have been brightened by what Mr. Kuralt so
warmly referred to as the light and liberty
this great university offers.

There are few certainties in this life, but
I’ve also learned that when March madness
rolls around, I’ll be hoping my Razorbacks
are there, but I know that Dean Smith’s Tar
Heels will always be there.

As one who grew up in the South, I have
long admired this university for understand-
ing that our best traditions call on us to offer
that light and liberty to all. Chapel Hill has
always been filled with a progressive spirit.
Long before history caught up with him, as
Mr. Kuralt just said, your legendary presi-
dent, Frank Porter Graham, spoke this sim-
ple but powerful truth, ‘‘In the South, two
great races have fundamentally a common
destiny in building a nobler civilization, and
if we go up, we go up together.’’ What a bet-
ter life we might have had if more had lis-
tened to that at a single time.

Your great State has also understood that
education goes hand-in-hand with the expan-
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